








February 8, 2006

HARRISON BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE

HARRISON BEAUTIFICATION FOUNDATION

A joint meeting of the Committee and the Foundation was held on Wednesday, February 8th, at 9 AM in the Municipal Building.  Present were Denise DiBiasi, Helen Pesce, John Stubenvoll, 

Christine Baldoni, Rose Gross-Marino, Lisa Faillace-Sciliano, Maria Gisondi, and Joan Walsh.  Camille Gladstone arrived late.  Brian Pirone attended briefly in order to give to the group the list of planting sites in downtown Harrison and West Harrison that are maintained by the Town.

The Town's arborist, Bob Viscome, also attended.

The meeting was called to order by Denise DiBiasi at  9:15 AM.

    1.     Minutes of the Committee Meeting, February 8, 2006 at the Municipal Building

Gateway Signs

Denise DiBiasi reported that the matter of the new Gateway Signs had made it onto the Town Board Agenda for the 1/26 meeting and was discussed by the Board. She told the group that Councilmen Scappaticci and Cannella wanted the words "Town of Harrison" to be most prominent, rather than "West Harrison" or "Purchase" being featured with the Town of Harrison in smaller type.  Their comments were based on the fact that Harrison is one Town, with several communities.  The Town Board also discussed the question if there should be just the Town Seal on the sign, with the date of incorporation (1996), or the Village Seal also, with the date of that incorporation (1975). Supervisor Malfitano had asked the Councilmen to get back to him with any further comments about the signs.

After a discussion, the Committee members agreed that the signs should read:

Town/Village of Harrison welcomes you -- for the downtown sign, and

Town/Village of Harrison welcomes you to West Harrison, and

Town/Village of Harrison welcomes you to Purchase.

The group also decided that any Seal should be eliminated in order to allow as much room as possible for the wording, so that the words can be as large as possible.

Denise DiBiasi will again discuss the signs with Mayor Malfitano, so the locations can be finalized, as well as the design. One problem is that the West Harrison business district is being re-designed, so it is uncertain exactly where the clock could be placed for best visibility. She pointed out that the project had started in 2001, and it was time it was finished/.  Mrs. DiBiasi added that the plan was to have the signs in place for the Memorial Day parade.  

Report on the Snowflakes lighting

It was found that the reason that the SNOWFLAKES holiday lighting was taken down during the first week in January was that the Public Works crew was simply following the routine of prior years.  Commissioner of Public Works Bob Wasp promised that the lighting would remain through January in 2007 and beyond.







The Committee meeting closed at 9:25 AM

2.   Minutes of the Foundation Meeting, February 8, 2006 at the Municipal Building

Discussion of  the Foundation newsletter:  title , template and content
Helen Pesce presented a list of possible titles for the Foundation newsletter.  Christine Baldoni suggested a shorter list of single words, including the word "Vision".  After discussion, it was agreed that "VISION" would be the title of the newsletter, with the logo of the Foundation above it. It was also agreed that it would be a four page newsletter, stressing the accomplishments of the Foundation to date:  IE. raising $70,000, the purchase of the clocks, etc.

John Stubenvoll said that he had been in touch with Jim Stranahan regarding the layout of the newsletter, and stated that he had asked for a template so that the content could be incorporated  into it.  John will talk to Jim again, and will also work on content.

Christine Baldoni suggested that we ask if our first newsletter could be an insert in the next Town newsletter, to save on postage costs.  It was also suggested that we ask the Supervisor if we could have a column in that newsletter, if an insert is not practicable.

Denise DiBiasi stated that she had asked in 2001 if the Beautification news could be an insert or a column in the Town's newsletter, and was told "no", as, if our request was granted, other organizations might request the same.  However, Denise will ask again.

Maria Gisondi pointed out that a principal reason for the mailing was to ask for donations. Lisa Sciliano suggested that we try to get a qualified list of hundreds for a mailing, rather than mailing to the thousands of homes in the Town.

Letters to Landscapers asking for bids to plant and maintain 10 selected sites

Barbara Malfitano reported that she had prepared a sample letter to go to landscapers asking them to bid on planting and maintaining the ten sites that the Foundation members had selected at the previous meeting. There was a discussion as to whether  we want a contract with one company to do all ten sites, or allow the landscapers to bid on the sites of their choice.  It was agreed that the initial approach would be one company for all ten sites as that would be easier to oversee -- we would be dealing with only one person for any problems that might arise.

It was also agreed that any landscaper could choose to do a site other than these ten, but it would  be at his own cost.  Recognition would be given to any landscaper who chooses to do this.

Listings in Annual Calendars for 2007

Helen Pesce reported that she is still working on this, that we have time to get our information to the publishers.  She stated that we must first decide on our dates, and the place of the meetings.

Corporate Fundraising

Helen Pesce reported that she had given a letter to Bob Galante, Manager of the Sound Federal Savings and Loan, asking for a grant of up to $10,000.  In her letter, she listed our initiatives, and asked for funding for any or all of them.  John Stubenvoll noted that the Wachovia Bank is opening a branch on Halstead Avenue, and might be a source of funds.  Lisa Sciliano reported that the Community Savings Bank is going public, and we should ask them for a donation.

Clocks

Denise DiBiasi reported that both clocks have been ordered, and will be ready in Mid-March.  Both clocks have the type of base that will hold the plaques with the names of contributors. She added that the company will store them for one month without charge, which gives urgency to the actual selection of the sites.  The choice for the downtown site is on either side of Harrison Avenue at the Halstead Avenue intersection.  

A location which had been suggested for West Harrison is the elipse in front of the stores at the southern end of the business area.  There is a tall beech tree on the site, and the Town's arborist stated that it could cost as much as $10,000 to move it, adding that there is always a danger when trees that large are transplanted.  

Maria Gisondi stated that she had prepared a letter to potential donors to invite them to have their names inscribed on the plaque of each clock.

Helen Pesce reminded everyone that she has, on the Foundation's website, pictures of both the benches and the clocks, with a request for donations.

Accountant for Foundation's tax returns

Helen Pesce stated that she had not yet found an accountant to the Foundation's tax returns  Several names were suggested that Helen might contact.  She agreed to do so before the next meeting.

Benches
Christine Baldoni gave a update on the benches, stating that we had received a check for a second bench.  The first purchaser wants their bench installed as soon as possible.  The suggested site is in front of the Veterans Building on Halstead Avenue.   DPW Manager Nike Mauro has agreed that DPW can clean up the site, adding bushes and flowers to landscape it.  A second location suggested was near the Sound Shore Federal bank.  Both sites will be cleared for approval with the Mayor and the Commissioner of Public Works.

Girl Scout proposal for plantings for "Spirit Day"

ToniAnn DeRenzis, a leader with the Town's Girl Scout troops, informed the group that the 15 troops in Harrison celebrate "Spirit Day" on May 6th, and choose a special project for that day.  This year they would like to work with the Beautification Foundation or Committee to plant flowers throughout the Town, if the group is agreeable. Approximately 200 Scouts would be involved.  The group was delighted to accept the proposal and appointed Barbara Malfitano to coordinate the project with Toni Ann DeRenzis.

On motion duly made and seconded, the Meeting was closed at 10:15 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Walsh, Secretary

