Harrison Beautification Minutes

June 15, 2005

In Attendance:  Denise DiBiasi, Maria Gisondi, Lauren Zinman, Sharon Ferraro, Ada Angarano, Catherine McShane, Lisa Sciliano, Diane McManus, Phyllis, Blake, Chris Baldoni, Joan Walsh, Camille Gladstone, Barbara Malfitano, Andrea Stone, Cheryl Geller.

Meeting called to order at 10:12 AM.  Minutes from May 12, 2005 read and approved by all.

Old Business:
Harrison Herald is currently not being mailed to residents of West Harrison.  Denise DiBiasi will have 250 issues of June publication to bring to West Harrison Neighborhood Association meeting so they can also see the progress being made and hopefully call the Herald to make sure they are added to the mailing list.  Harrison Herald has also promised to provide us space for a monthly article.

Gateway signs:  Final letter being drafted and will be submitted to the mayors office tomorrow.  This will have to go out to bid.  Discussion held on maintenance of signs, it is largely felt that only the posts will need to be maintained.  Petti John park sign will be done as well.  Historical sign has been submitted to Commissioner Bob Wasp for approval.

Website:  The website is still under construction and should be ready for next months meeting.  Sharon Ferraro suggested that the website needs to be submitted to search engines.  Listing with search engines is without cost.

Planting:  Town workers to be applauded.  They came out on a Saturday and helped to plant West Harrison and did a great job.  There is a large of area of perennial garden that wasn’t watered and turned to dirt.  Downtown Harrison’s plantings look great as well!  Chris Baldoni stated this is the first year she is living in Harrison that the town looks great.

New Business:

Certificates of Appreciation:  Denise DiBiasi had 4 students work with her in the spring and fall; it is felt that they should be recognized.  It is agreed that sometimes it is difficult to have young children plant flowers.  Camille Gladstone suggested that we could have a Harrison Environmental Cleanup day where all students could come out to help clean up the town.  It would be great if business owner could cooperate as well.  The Harrison Beautification Recognition subcommittee was formed.  Co-chairs for this committee will be Ada Angarano and Sharon Ferraro.  They will establish criteria and guidelines by next months meeting.  It is agreed that the awards should be presented bi annually and can be done at town board meetings.

Fall Planting:  Camille Gladstone would like it recognized that Denise DiBiasi should chair flower committee since she does such a great job.  Denise accepted to chair the Planting subcommittee.  She will need many volunteers!!!

Memorial Bench Committee will be chaired by Chris Baldoni; she will establish criteria for this program.

501c.3 subcommittee will be chaired by Lisa Sciliano and Sharon Ferraro.  They will look to setup as soon as possible.  It was discussed that there is a limit to how much can be raised and remain tax deductible, this needs to be looked into immediately.

Snowflake Ball Committee:  Chairs for this committee will be Maria Gisondi and Camille Gladstone.  Snowflake ball will be kickoff fundraiser event.  Venues are still being considered.  PEPA is very excited about our Snowflake Ball and have graciously agreed to underwrite Reid Castle as a possible venue.   Ideas submitted to raise funds for are as follows (if your idea is not represented please forgive me):
Add more of the black street lamps (with white tops) to the areas on Halstead Avenue that do not have any of them.  I've photographed the light fixtures and have also noted the streets that don't have this lighting.  The West Harrison commercial area should also be taken into account. 

Restore the park-like area near the Harrison Police Station on North Street.  Need new sign, landscaping and 1-2 benches.  Also, if we change the sign at this site, we should also replace the sign at the Food Emporium Shopping Center (and also in West Harrison?). 

Restore park-like area near the Sound Federal Savings Bank on Halstead Avenue.  Remove old street signs, new landscaping, planters, bench and garbage receptacle.  

Replace bushes outside of the Solazzo Center.  Hopefully, we can offer them a new holiday decoration (i.e. wreath with lights) to replace the decrepit Santa!  Does the West Harrison Rec Center or the Purchase Community House need any new landscaping or new holiday decorations?

The Police Station, as far as I'm concerned, is already dressed up because it sits on beautiful grounds near lovely homes.  I think we should concentrate on downtown Harrison.

I would love to see something near the Rye borderline on Halstead Ave. When I drive my customers into Harrison from Rye, I always get the same comments; what's with this area?  It just changes so quickly and I know we can improve on first impressions for Harrison.  Let's dress it up a bit.  I would really love to show off the town I live in to my buyers.

 Now, for some ideas, I love the fountain or waterfall theme.  It could be lit up at night. The clock idea is more for an established business shopping entrance.  The other idea would be to have something at the gateway coming from Mamaroneck on Halstead Ave or from Harrison Avenue.  I wish we could take Sue's Place (Nail Salon) and clean up their act.  What an eyesore that is.  I like the fountain idea.  If I come up with anything different, I will let you know.

Whether it's an antique clock or a waterfall, et al, maybe to give it importance in conjunction with the aesthetic edge, what are the thoughts of assigning a name of person (of company)?  A 'doer' for the community. Could be a politician, a merchant, a service person or someone who's made donations to the town...someone who did much for the community in the past or recently. I believe this would then serve two purposes....1-the beautification and 2 making it symbolic and meaningful and not 'just' something pleasant for the community without a story. Would be purposeful and beautiful.

I love the idea of a lit fountain downtown… whether it is in the business district, I can’t visualize where exactly right now, or the site across the street from the Police Station. It is a heavily trafficked area at a traffic light intersection; talk about great “gateway appeal” for our community. !!!!!

I agree that the clock would look good in a business district setting; I can visualize one on Taylor Square in the WH business district.

Gateway from Rye into Harrison is a sad commentary...   I echo Virginia on that one…. Something HAS to be done!!  I am thinking…. 

Taylor Square Triangle in the WH business district needs to be reconfigured; it is obvious that poor planning has diminished the esthetic potential of that green space. 

Street Lamp Banners (quaint & tasteful not commercial looking with advertising, i.e. Port Chester) for the black street lamps with white tops.   The WH business district will be getting these street lamps as part of the WH streetscape overhaul, by 2006.  Just a little history for y’all… As part of the town’s Master Plan, almost 20 years ago, when  Pat Angarano was in office, the WH bus. district was targeted for upgrades the same time Halstead Ave was. The wires on Halstead Ave. went underground, the lovely street lamps were put in and the sidewalks were upgraded to name a few improvements.  WH ended up without any improvements, money ran out; so residents were told.   To date the only improvement in the WH business district has been an addition of a lower parking lot with  a few of the quaint street lamps…  that  was 3-4 yrs ago.

Tree planters wherever possible, they are lovely additions to commercial environments…. i.e. WP, NYC, Chicago, Boston… provides a green space aesthetic and uplifts people’s spirits, which is a very good thing!!   Good for business districts throughout Harrison and the train station overpass from Harrison Ave. to Halstead Ave.

Significant plantings throughout town. I am thinking about WP and Greenwich as examples. I suggest a committee field trip, once we have a committee, to do site audits and report findings back to the membership.

New street signs for Halstead Avenue and all the streets off Halstead (Harrison Ave, Purdy St., etc.)  that has the look of Larchmont or Rye with a colored background and fancy white lettering.  Even if done downtown this will give Harrison a much more appealing look to our residents and our visitors.

Pedestrian crosswalks:  White Plains has their crosswalks done to resemble a cobblestone effect (like Boston) very pretty & very quaint looking for all.  I think this too would give Harrison a very cozy look for the better.

Signs:  upon entering Harrison (downtown near the train station area) we need a nice “wooden” sign directing visitors to shops, parking, restaurants, etc… (Norwalk has several that look absolutely great)

 People will contribute to a "thing" not to an idea.  I like both the fountain and the clock.  

Since Steve is working toward making the Town House area a government center, perhaps the more "salable" idea is to have the water feature in Ma Riis Park across from the Town House.  We could incorporate some kind of landscaping leading from the Library.  The problem would be spacing -- Every inch is used for "Great to Live" Day.  So size would have to be a consideration.  

I don't like the idea of having it up by the police station.  Vandalism is a real problem, and there isn't any walking traffic there to monitor it.  Even in Ma Riis Park, where there are lots of people during the day -- there isn't anyone after dark, and the benches in the gazebo have been vandalized.  If the water feature is put in the park, then it would have to be spotlighted for easier monitoring.

Perhaps once the Town owns all the land where the present commuter metered parking is, a fountain would be nice where the present bus stop is -- across from the bank.  We could carve out a nice little plaza there.  And that would be an asset to that whole area.  That is at least two years in the future as the parking garage has to be built first.  

So, think about timetables.  I know you are looking for something dramatic, but maybe the way to go is to have a laundry list of four or five projects, and have people earmark their donation to "x."  Just a thought.

Depending on costs, I would add three antique type clocks.  One in the park, one between the bank and the Flower Mart and one in the Triangle in West Harrison, in front of the Jottery.

The above ideas are simply such and nothing has been decided or discussed.  Next months meeting will be a great time to discuss and hopefully select a few of these wonderful suggestions!

Other fundraisers could be a brass tree with plaques as branches that could be dedicated by families.    It was also suggested that coffees held locally in residents’ houses could be done.

Miscellaneous:

Sharon Ferraro would like more work to be done on signage.  This has become a town project to which HBC is not involved.  Could Celia Curtis come to our next meeting and discuss progress that has been made?

Mission Statement:  Needs to be revised and attached to minutes.

There was much discussion about vandalism and how we would be able to protect improvements done in Harrison.  Benches and such have been vandalized in the past.

Some feel that the police department needs to be made aware that this is not a sleepy town anymore.

Motion to close meeting:  Meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted by:

Maria Gisondi

