MINUTES OF JUNE 25, 2006 MEETING OF THE BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE

The Meeting was called to order at 9:10 AM by Chair Denise DiBiasi.

Present were Christine Baldoni, Joan Walsh, Virginia Leone, Rose Marino, Helen Pesce, and Denise DiBiasi.  New member Patty Rossi was welcomed.

GATEWAY SIGNS

The first item on the Agenda was the Gateway Signs.  Denise stated that there had not been any response from Mayor Malfitano in regards to these signs.  She added that he had previously indicated that, instead of a sign in West Harrison and one downtown, he wanted both signs to be at downtown entrances. Denise said that the Mayor had also indicated to her that the sign adjacent to the Police Station would not be replaced by the new gateway sign.  Denise pointed out that we had received the bid for these signs three and a half years ago, and that she did not feel that we could hold the supplier to that price.



It was agreed that a new price would be appropriate.

Chris Baldoni offered to speak to the Mayor to see if the signs could be ordered and installed in time for Great to Live in Harrison Weekend, which is the first weekend in October. She will also see if we can get final approval on the wording for the signs.

SPIRIT DAY
Denise reported that Spirit Day, when Girl Scouts in Town donate their efforts to a good cause, was a tremendous success.  With members of our Committee, the girls planted flowers at the Brentwood Park, the Food Emporium corner, and the Amelia Earhart Memorial site in the downtown area, as well as in front of the Mintzer Center and the Veteran’s Memorial in West Harrison.

CHOICE OF FLOWERS TO BE PLANTED
Denise stated that the Department of Public Works had increased the variety of flowers that are being planted throughout Town, and that the various areas look wonderful.  She added that there was a problem with the perennial garden in front of Donahue’s in West Harrison – in one area all the flowers had died.  



Joan Walsh will test the soil in the area.

On motion duly made and seconded, with all members voting in favor,

the Meeting was closed at 9:20 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan B. Walsh, Secretary

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 25, 2006 MEETING 

OF THE BEAUTIFICATION FOUNDATION

The Meeting was called to order at 9:20 AM by Chair Denise DiBiasi.

Present were Christine Baldoni, Joan Walsh, Virginia Leone, Rose Marino, Helen Pesce, and Denise DiBiasi.  New member Patty Rossi was welcomed.

LANDSCAPERS’ BIDS FOR GARDEN PLOTS

Letters were sent to a number of landscapers, but only one bid was received.  There was considerable discussion regarding this, with one suggestion being that the landscapers had not understood that the letter was for a bid, not a donation.  Chris Bladoni said that she had sent out a revised letter, and Alfredo landscapers had expressed some interest.  She continued that she and Maria had visited several sites with the Alfredo people, and expected that they would come back with a bid.  

It was suggested that a Fall planting would be suitable at this time.

DISCUSSION REGARDING INCREASING MEMBERSHIP

There was considerable discussion as to how to increase the active membership of the Foundation.  It was agreed that we should hang Posters in the Library and in the Veterans’ Building.  It was suggested that we speak at meetings of the Rotary, the West Harrison Neighborhood Association and the Seniors’ meetings to explain what we are about, and invite members of those groups to come to our meetings.



Helen Pesce will do sign-up flyers to be placed in the Library and the Veterans’ Building, with a tag line giving our website address.

DONATION FROM SOUND FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN


Helen Pesce reported that the bank had been bought by another bank, and that there will be changes there, including a new Manager of the branch.  No funding is available at this time.

CLOCK – DOWNTOWN


Denise reported that she had several discussions with Mayor Malfitano, and the downtown clock is still scheduled to be erected at the corner of Halstead and Harrison Avenues, adjacent to the bus stop.  It is still the four-sided clock, but the height has been reduced from 15 feet to 12 feet, although there is still a pedestal for it.  Denise has given the Mayor the diagram for the needed wiring.  Flowers and benches are still in the plans.

She added that the clock company feels that we are delaying our order, and wants to go into production and that once the clock is built, the storage fee prior to delivery is about $250 per month.

CLOCK – WEST HARRISON

The location for this clock has been changed from in front of the West Harrison Fire House to a new island that will be created at the intersection of Underhill Avenue and Lake Street, across from the gas station.  The island is part of a redevelopment of the Streetscape of the West Harrison Business area, so the timetable for installation is uncertain.

“VISION” NEWSLETTER

John Stubevohl was delayed, and not present to give a report on the newsletter. Helen pesce asked if we would want to have advertisers in it, and it was agreed that we would not do so at least for the first issue.  Need a product first before we solicit ads.


It was again pointed out that we need content for the newsletter.  As of now we have the clocks, the Spirit Day plantings, the various other plantings that have been done,

and requests for members.

GREAT TO LIVE IN HARRISON CELEBRATION

Denise asked the members what we should do for that day.  Last year, we sold pumpkins and mums.  It was agreed that the mums (50) were very popular, but that we almost gave away the pumpkins (50).  There was a suggestion that we try to look like a country store, with home-made jams etc as well as breads from a local bakery, but it was decided not to do this – to stay with garden type things, ie dried corn and well as flowers.

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Rose Marino suggested that we hold monthly meetings, as momentum is lost if there is too much time between them.  Denise stated that she will be out for surgery for several months.


It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on July 13th, at 9:15, in the Municipal Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan B. Walsh

