Minutes

Harrison Beautification Foundation/Committee
June 19th, 2007

In attendance: Helen Pesce, Rose Marino, Barbara Malfitano, Denise DiBiasi, Chris Baldoni, Virginia Leone

Meeting called to order at 9:35am

Minutes from May 15th, 2007 approved

Planting went well this year.  The town helped greatly with providing perennials and annuals for the planting sites.  Denise wants to incorporate Rambling roses in some areas. Areas Planted were Triangle in Sunny ridge, Police station, Veterans Building, Petti John Park, Harrison avenue, Sterling building location, Welcome sign (food emporium)  and West Harrison.
Island on Mamaroneck ave- concrete area, can we change to soil with plants?  Barbara to ask Steve and Denise to contact Bob wasp.

Veterens Building- Chris to add bushes to the back area near the house to separate the residence from the building.

Halstead and Osborn location- Chris to update planting’s in that area.  Harrison Farms did it last year.
Planters- Discussion regarding use of the plastic planters, one size or same size.  What to do with the old ones.  Maybe donate to the school.
Gateway signs-  We need to design a new sign.  Denise is determined to come up with a new sign design.  Helen will work on other layouts for the sign.  The idea of having a contest was not accepted by the administration.

Merchant Certificates: It was proposed to give certificates to those merchants who beautify there store above and beyond the norm.  Take pictures and submit merchants that stand out.

Fundraiser-  We will do a 50/50 Raffle.  Possibly a dine around town live auction package if we can solicit enough vendors.
Journal-  Helen Meeting with Jim Shanahan on Friday regarding prices for printing and journal placement.  Also Barbara and Chris to talk to there contacts.  Chris will prepare form for ad placement.

New Members- add tonianne to the email list, Get Franks email from Barbara.
Invitations-  Denise to do invites again.

Outer edges of Harrison-  Some merchants feel like they are not benefiting from the beautification efforts.  We need to focus at either ends of the drag not just the center.
Great to live in Harrison day- give out flyers with information about the event.

Banners for over Harrison ave and in West Harrison to promote the event.  Get dimensions from St. Anthonys.  Barbara will ask Ron Belmont. Give Chris Dimensions.

For example:
Harrison Beautification Fundraiser: Nov. 15th
For more information go to www. Harrisonbeautification.org

Ticket Price:  Discussed ticket price.  Originally ticket price suggested was 150.00.  However if we have no open bar the price should be probably arount 100.00.  At a cost of 40.00 we still make over a 100% profit on the ticket.

Bank- we have a current balance of 22,759.76 in the checking account.  We discussed trying to find a higher interest rate account for the money if we are not going to use.  If there is a savings account that would give us a higher rate without tieing up the money then maybe we should put there.  CD for some of the money.  Chris Baldoni to inquire about what we might be able to do.  Helen will move money to savings account if higher rate is offered for now.  After the fundraiser we will discuss further where to put the money to obtain the highest rate of interest.

Names: Please bring to the next meeting list of names for invitations and places that you will feel comfortable soliciting for Journal ads.

Newsletter tabled for next meeting

Discussed Signs in store windows-  we cannot do anything about this but maybe send a letter to the mayors office If you see something offensive.
Meeting Adjorned  11:30 am
Next meeting July 12th 
